
Short Term Thoughts

From community meeting hosted by Cummington Ad Hoc Education Committee on 
1/6/15.  Each point represents the thoughts of one speaker.

-‐ Choice – where is still a question
-‐ Choice to Worthington bc our communities feel aligned
-‐ Keep school community vibrant & whole through transition
-‐ Homeschool
-‐ Choice - looking for a school with similar values, probably Worthington, 

transportation is a concern
-‐ Choice - concerns about the quality of Craneville so looking at options, Savoy, 

Worthingotn, Florida Mountain (which goes through 8th grade)
-‐ Innovation school moves to Craneville
-‐ Families explore choices
-‐ Continue a preschool in town
-‐ Keep preschool here.  Because children may be isolated in our rural setting, 

STAY TOGETHER as a group.
-‐ Keep BTES open
-‐ Choice – into a school with a stable situation.  Looking at schools, want to keep 

with friends, a bus would be amazing
-‐ Choice – into New Hingham & get out of CBRSD
-‐ Torn – considering  Craneville.  A sense that it would be okay.
-‐ Concern about splintering families and communities
-‐ Each family needs to decide what’s best – keep building alive
-‐ Work together
-‐ Honor ALL families and ALL decisions
-‐ Choice to a school with 2 classrooms per grade.  Dalton direction won’t work 

because they work Northampton direction.
-‐ Choice because Dalton classes are too big
-‐ Continue fight
-‐ Keep preschool going, keep school open – if this can’t happen, considering 

Worthington and wanting efficient use of building (office space? pharmacy? 
something positive the community needs and wants?)

-‐ Support the community
-‐ Keep something in the school building.  Keep something local.  Be supportive.
-‐ Keep something local in town like when we moved here to begin a family
-‐ Keep preschool here
-‐ Choice or Homeschool



Long Term Thoughts

From community meeting hosted by Cummington Ad Hoc Education Committee on 
1/6/15.  Each point represents the thoughts of one speaker.

-‐ Strong town school in Cummington
-‐ Leave CBRSD – have school in town or with Worthington
-‐ Homeschool through middle school (for their family).  Then homeschool co-

operative or public school
-‐ Keep kids in a small community school – within their community
-‐ Keep CBRSD elementary Schools in the small towns
-‐ Make a school here – charter or something else
-‐ Choice to Hampshire Regional
-‐ Creative solutions for well-funded education
-‐ Keep Education at Berkshire Trail “in any form”
-‐ Keep Building alive
-‐ Creative problem-solving – make child-centered not financially based decisions
-‐ Leave CBRSD – into a Hampshire County district
-‐ See a school in Cummingotn
-‐ Hampshire Regional because heard good things, family is oriented toward that 

direction.  Cummington have its own district for elementary school then into 
Hampshire Regional

-‐ If no CBRSD, what would replace it?  Concern about splintering community
-‐ K-8 in small town (see Richmond) then off to big schools
-‐ Stay together as parents to heal wounds
-‐ Keep school and don’t be shy about disassociating with regional district
-‐ Concerns about bus rides, wrong direction if work in Northampton.  Homeschool 

has positives/negatives.  Keep school local.
-‐ Bring education back to Cummington – consider pre-K through 12
-‐ Solve from bottom up.  Keep small schools.
-‐ Building used as a school.
-‐ Relocating to somewhere good with bus
-‐ How will Town thrive w/out school?  Concerns about property value.  Use 

building.  Keep education public.  It sustains a community.
-‐ Keep programs - even if not a school in the community
-‐ Not interested in connection to Dalton – charter school?  Or make a Hilltown 

District w/ Worthington, Ashfield, Plainfield… because similar culture
-‐ Hire teachers and create a one room (or otherwise) school house under 

homeschool law. 
-‐ Keep school local or nearby – one room school house?



Take home messages for committee (in addition to above)

From community meeting hosted by Cummington Ad Hoc Education Committee on 
1/6/15.  

- Ad Hoc committee and general school conversations would benefit from  a web 
presence – Windsor Town Facebook page,  Friends of BTES Facebook page, minutes on 
town site.

- Connect with Windsor town officials.


